
Exalted Ruler’s Message 
 

I don’t know about you, but I feel like each month goes by faster than the last. First, I would like to congratulate PER Lisa 
Rovito on her All-American Award as ER, and her team for finishing 2nd in the Nation at Grand Lodge. We received a lot of 
praise from those who observance and it honestly meant a lot to see so much support in the room from around the state. 
I know I speak for our whole team when I say thank you to our coaches Bob Ricker PSP, Heidi McDonnell PDD, and 
Kathleen Caffrey DD we can’t thankyou enough for your support, time, and dedication to the team. All in all, we had 
great trip to Minneapolis, besides competing the Grand Lodge sessions were very informative, and we got to watch o ur 
own Kathleen Caffrey be installed as District Deputy! Good times all around. 

All good things happening at our lodge. Last month we brought in 15th new members, as the lodge continues to grow, we 
target for at least one initiation a month, make sure you say Hello to all the new members. Have you stopped in lately, 
the new floors look amazing, and we have made many upgrades to the main bar as well. Thank you to those who have 
stepped up for Wed Night BBQs, not only is it a great fund raiser but what better way to spread awareness about your 
committee to our community then to serve them dinner and talk about what you do. The house committee is working 
tirelessly to serve you some new cuisine at Friday Night Dinners as well as keeping our old favorites in the  rotation. They 
are doing an amazing job so please thank them when you see them. On July 12 th, the Northwest District hosted the 
Veteran’s picnic at the Birchwood Manor. This is the first time they were able to do this since Covid and the Veterans that 
were able to attend had a great time. Sunday July 30th was a beautiful day for the Miracle Run. If you don’t already know 
this is a committee that raises money in support of our NJ Elks State Major Project - Elks Camp Moore. Walter Wurster 
and I had the pleasure of representing our lodge as we presented checks on behalf of the Motorcycle Committee and the 
Special Children’s Committee. In the last 25 years they have raised over 3.3 million for Elks Camp Moore, it’s the kind of 
day that makes your heart happy!   

August brings the end of summer vacations, school shopping and yes you guessed it more fantastic things going on at the 
Elks! First up is the District Deputy Investiture of Jewels for Kathleen Caffrey on August 6th come show your support or 
Kathleen at this great event! Next up is the 13th Annual Army of Hope golf held at Homestead on August 11th. Then we 
have our 18th Annual Seafood Fest brought to you by our PER Association. It’s a fun day filled with laughs and the food is 
outstanding, if you haven’t already stop in and grab your tickets for August 19th, it’s advance ticket sales only! There really 
is always something going on at the Elks. This month I challenge you to bring a friend to an event! We have an amazing 
community, and we need to share all the good we do! 

Finally, I will leave you with a quote by Dr. Jane Goodall - "What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what 
kind of difference you want to make.” We have an impact on those around us whether we realize it or not. So, smile a 
little more, speak only words of kindness, volunteer where you can and know you just may have made a difference in 
someone’s life! 

Fraternally Yours, Samantha P. Martin 

2023                                                    2024 
 

A Fraternal Organization 
Join Elkdom’s Action Team 
Make Your Friend a Member 
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Committee Chairs
Accident & Prevention Rick ter Linden

972-271-1804
Activities Patsy Schmidt

973-975-2325
Americanism Patricia Carley

973-534-0168
Antlers Lisa Rovito, PER

201-978-7218
Auditing & Accounting Kathleen Caffrey, DDD

973-534-8283
Bar Chair Nancy Loizou

973-632-1129
Community Activities Patty Zdichocki

201-723-6462
Convention Linda Gathen, PPD

973-398-2097
Drug Awareness Dee Krowl

973-390-0638
Elks National Foundation Pete Appaluccio, PDD

973-736-7818
Flag Day Linda Gathen, PDD

973-398-2097
Fraternal Committee Linda Gathen, PDD

973-398-2097
Goverment Relations Barbara Tokar, PER

201-207-7545
Grounds Maintenance Trustees
Hall Rental Debi Werner

973-668-9302
Hoop Shoot Tom Brown, PDD

973-919-5395
Indoctrination  Rick Gathen, PSP

973-398-2097
Investigation Cory Schmidt

973-440-7393
In-House Caterer Debi Werner

973-668-9302
Lapsation Barbara Tokar, PER

201-207-7545
Lodge Activities Patsy Schmidt

973-975-2325
Membership Barbara Tokar, PER

201-2077545
Maintenance Committee (Reports to the Tustees)

Alex Banos, Chris Loizou & Waler Wurster
Memorial Day Linda Gathen, PDD

973-398-2097
Motorcycle Walter Wurster

973-420-8165
Parades Linda Gathen, PDD

973-398-2097
PER Association Rick Gathen, PSP

862-324-2412
Pole Barn  Red Cu rry
Public Relations Jennifer Appaluccio, VP

973-222-4547
Softball/Cornhole Tournament: Ricky Gathen

relief Committee
Samantha Martin, Exalted Ruler 201-214-6925
Peter Appaluccio, PDD, Leading Knight 973-736-7818

Michael Tresca, PER, Loyal Knight 

Lauren Greed, Lecturing Knight 973-668-6733

Linda Gathen, PDD, Treasurer 973-398-2097

Barbara Tokar, PER 201-207-7545

Ritual Heidi McDonnell, PDD
973-545-1557

Scholarship Jennifer Appaluccio, VP
973-222-4547

Sickness & Distress Debi Werner
973-668-9302

Soccer Shoot Tom Brown, PDD
973-919-5395

Special Children Heidi McDonnell, PDD
973-545-1557

Wayne McDonnell, PER
973-841-9845

Veterans Ed Parrillo
973-398-6677

Army of Hope Matthew Winnians, PVP
201-572-8297

Youth Activities Tom Brown, PDD
973-919-5395

PLANNING A FUNCTION?
OUR HALL IS AVAILABLE 

TO RENT FOR ANY FUNCTION
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CALL DEBI AT 973-668-9302

2023-2024
LODGE OFFICERS

Exalted Ruler Samantha Martin
201-214-6925

Est. Leading Knight Peter Appaluccio, PDD
973-736-7818

Est. Loyal Knight Michael Tresca, PER
Est. Lecturing Knight Lauren Greed

973-668-6733
Esquire Matthew Winnans, PVP

201-572-8297
Chaplain  Victoria Angle

201-506-1181
Inner Guard Sheila Speroni

973-229-8254
Tiler  Michael Maida
Treasurer  Linda Gathen, PDD

973-398-2097
Secretary  Barbara Tokar, PER

201-207-7545

 Lodge Photographer Linda Kline

1 Year Trustee John Shaw, PER
2  Year Trustee Sean MacMillan
3 Year Trustee Tom Brown, PDD
4 Year Trustee  Salliemae Johnson, PER
5 Year Trustee Rick Gathen, PSP

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Debi Werner, Chairperson

Victoria Angle
Alex Banos
Sue Bruyere

Dawn Crocetti
Derya Harquail
Nancy Loizou

Christine Redden
Debbie Sobierajski

Kimberly Tweed
Madelyn Walrod



“Elks Give from the Heart”
Randy P. Shook

GRAND EXALTED RULER
2023-2024

“Elks Care - Elks Share.”

Community service builds foundation for our future

After being elected Grand Exalted Ruler at the convention in Minneapolis, Wanda and I are humbled and honored 
to represent our great Order this year.
We have truly been blessed by the aid and support of so many people throughout the years. We owe a great debt 
of gratitude to our family, friends, and to you, our Elks family. We say thank you, one and all, for everything.
My slogan for 2023–2024 is “We Are The Elks.” I am sure you will be hearing more about this at your District Deputy 
Clinic this month.
As we travel the country, Wanda and I are committed to promoting our Elks programs like never before. It is our 
belief this will make our Lodges stronger and improve our image throughout our great Order.
We will be promoting community service programs throughout our travels. These programs build stronger 
communities while stimulating a response that motivates worthy members of the public to seek Elks membership. 
In this way, our community service builds the foundation for our future.

Successful Lodges of the future will create and develop local projects that will become signature accomplishments 
in the eyes of the community. In turn, members of the community will see these projects mature over time and 
want to become involved.

If we work together toward our charitable pursuits and remain faithful to our programs, I’m confident we will soon 
see an increase in membership—not mere temporary gains, but a new era of growth where participation becomes 
commonplace.

“We Are The Elks.”

Congratulations To Our
Lake Hopatcong Elks Softball Team 
Crowned For The 5th Year In A Row

Roxbury League 
Champions



OUR LODGE IS LOOKING 
FOR BARTENDERS

ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE: Days, Nights, Weekends 

 PRIVATE PARTIES (WHEN EXPERIENCED)

Friendly, Fun, Organized, Confident Individuals 
With Great Communication skills!!!

REQUIREMENTS -  AN ELK IN GOOD STANDING.  
AN ELK LONGER THAN 6 MONTHS.  AN ACTIVE ELK.

(No experience needed, we will train you)

PLEASE CONTACT NANCY LOIZOU @ 973-632-1129 
WITH ANY AND ALL QUESTIONS!!

HOUSE COMMITTEE
I’d first like to thank all our committees for stepping up and 
doing our Wednesday BBQs!!  

Congratulations to our Ritual Team in placing 2nd in Nationals. 
We are all so proud of you and how you represent 782!

Our big event this month is our SEAFOOD FEST, August 19th. 
Get your tickets ASAP!! They are selling out fast!! We have a 
limited # of tickets being sold and we are more then half way 
there in ticket sales. Great day with great food!!

Thank you from the bottom of my     for all who stepped up and 
cooking FND. We have a great crew of volunteers. Thank you 
house committee for always making me look good!

Debi Werner, House Committee Chairperson

WANT TO SAVE A STAMP??
With the rising cost of postage we encourage all members that are able to 
receive the newsletter through email to do so.  If you wish to be removed for 
the mailing list please email me at patsygirl77@yahoo.com.  Please placed 
SAVE A STAMP in the subject line. Thank you! - Patsy Schmidt, Newsletter Editor

SICKNESS & DISTRESS
Our deepest sympathy to Joe Sacco, PER, who lost his wife 
Carolyn. Our condolences to Joe and his family.
To our following members who are now home from hospital, 
rehab, and one day procedures: Ed Parrillo, Tom Brown Sr,. John 
Shaw, PER Madelyn Walrod, PER and McKayla Winnans. Our best 
wishes on your road to a complete recovery!

If you know of someone who is in need of our prayers please 
contact me at 973-668-9302.

Debi Werner, Sickness & Distress Chairperson

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNERS
AUGUST 4, 2023

GREEK CHICKEN

AUGUST 11, 2023
Meatloaf

AUGUST 18, 2023
Stuffed Cabbage Rolls

AUGUST 25, 2023
Eggplant Rolitini

SHOT FROM THE BAR
Happy August everyone!  Summers going super 
fast. Love seeing everyone enjoying the patio on 
these beautiful days. 
Some have noticed we have relocated our guest 
book. We encourage members  bringing in guests 
to please sign them in as well as visiting elks from 
other lodges. 

Any questions, please speak to the bartender on duty. 
Thank you everyone!

Nancy Loizou, Bar Chairperson

WE ARE DESPERATELY LOOKING FOR FRIDAY NIGHT COOKS!!
Please come and share your favorite dish!!

Please call Debi Werner for more details at 973-668-9302

CALLING ALL 
COMMITTIES!!! 

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR OUR WEDNESDAY BBQ 
(After cost, all monies go to your committee)

IT’S YOUR TURN TO RAISE EASY MONEY FOR YOUR CAUSE



Welcome to the dog day sof August. Please stay hydrated and cool, especially our seniors and compromised members.
The Valley Brook BBQ went very well! Thank you to Susan Garrett, Gail, Pat, Howie and myself the Veterans had a great time and ate up a storm! 
The Birchwood BBQ did not have such a great attendance that we had hoped for. The East Orange VA in Lyons hospital  unfortunately did not send 
anyone. We had as many volunteers ans we did Veterans. Gail Newton attended the Northwest District meeting in my absence.
The Veternas Committee held a successful BBQ . Everyone enjoyed the Cubana Sandwiches. Our grill guys as usual did a fantastic job.  A special thank 
you to our salad and dessert makers as well! Thank you to all who made this day a great day for our Committee with approximately $650 raised!  
Congratulations to our lodge for an outstanding showing at the Wildwood Convention and for bringing home the Governor’s Trophy again! 
Congratulations to our Ritual Team for taking 2nd place in the Nation for Nationals. True dedication!
Lookiing forward to more record breaking numbers of attendance for the Seafood Festival. It is a great time with a tremendous amount of food.
Please check out the flyer in this newsletter for the upcoming Music Festival for our Veterans. If you know someone in a band that would like to 
play during this event please have them contact me. May God continue to bless America and all Veterans both here and gone!

Ed Parrillo, Jr., Veterans Committee Chairperson

Veteran’s Committee meeting sChedule - all are WelCome! august 9 • september 13 • oCtober 11 • noVember 8 • deCember 13

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE
Hope that you are all enjoying the summer and staying cool and hydrated as best as possible.
We recently made monetary donations $100. 00 each, to our new Area 3 Ambassador Angela(Austin) Skolar and Alternate Ambassador Alyssa 
Melindra at a meet and greet event hosted by the North Central District. Several of our lodge members attended the Miracle Run event on 
7/30/23 at the New Egypt Elks. We also made a $500.00 donation to the Miracle Run. The weather was beautiful and this was a well attended 
event that hosted all of our New Ambassadors for the 2023-24 program year.
Please see the information flyer and also on Team Reach, that went out about our SCC Meet and Greet scheduled for Monday, 8/7/23 from 7-9 
at the lodge. If you are able to do so please join up and “like us” on the Team Reach app that you plan to join us so we can plan accordingly. 
We will be serving food, it will be a cash bar. Please come out and attend this informational meeting and meet some of our new members and 
hopefully some of our long established members. We will have a short presentation by Heidi, our Committee Chairperson, about our events.  
We also would like to get some new ideas introduced and discussed for the lodge to implement for our Special Children and their families.
As an FYI, we have another round the raffle for Omaha Steaks being sold by the lodge, once again sponsored by the District Special Children’s 
Committee. Please see a bartender on duty to purchase tickets, $5.00/chance, donated by Rick and Linda Gathen. Thank you both for doing 
so much to support our Special Children.
Also, our District Chair, Linda Gathen, PDD, has advised that there will be a NW District picnic sponsored up at Elks Camp Moore. Event is 
to be held on Saturday, 9/9/23. Ticket price and Time of the picnic is forthcoming, and additional information will be released soon.
We look forward to seeing all of you at our meeting. Thank you all for what you do for our Special Children!

As Heidi always end her articles, “Have a great, big, beautiful tomorrow!”
All the best, Wayne McDonnell, PER  - Region II , Co-Chair - NJSEA Special Children’s Committee

Congratulations To Our Ritual Team ... 
2nd In The Nation!

V 
E 
T 
E 
R 
A 
N 
S 



ANTLERS CORNER
 The Antlers continue to serve Friday Night Dinners and 
are doing an amazing job. They also continue to volunteer 
for special events and will be serving at the District 
Deputy’s Investiture of Jewels Ceremony on August 6th. 

 We are planning our annual field trip to Frog Falls Water 
Park on August 10th and will be planning more fundraisers 
and fun activities at our next meeting.

 Thank all of you for your continued donations to the 
clothing bins. The Antlers make donations to their favorite 
charities with the monies raised from the bins. Last month’s 
donation went to the Waterloo Neighborhood Food Pantry 
and we will be discussing our next donation when we meet 
on August 10th.

 On August 23rd the Antlers will be hosting the Wednesday 
Night Barbeque, please come out and support our youth 
as they are our future.

 We continue to try to grow our numbers and if you have 
any friends or family members between the ages of 12 and 
21 please encourage them to join the Antlers.  Applications 
and brochures can be found in the front lobby of the lodge. 

Fraternally,
Lisa Rovito PER

 NEW MEMBER PROPOSED BY
 Charles E. Behm Sallimae Johnson
 Patricia Brenkert Madelyn Walrod
 NIcolas Caruso Sallimae Johnson
 Thomas A. Casola Salliemae Johnson
 Rosemarie Fatsis Laura Lee Madonia
 Louis Ghetti Brian DeVries
 James C. Hatch Madelyn Walrod
 Tom Juskus Lauren Greed
 Lawrence Kolmer Jean Burk-Ujvary
 Scott T. Larsen David Buchanan
 Alan Santucci Fred Santucci
 Jeanne Santucci Fred Santucci
 Sally Styring Barbara Tokar
 Kimberly Vasquez Barbara Tokar

wELK   me
TO OUR 

NEW 
MEMBERS 

WHO JOINED 
US ON 

JULY 24, 2023

Fraternally 
Yours,

Barbara Tokar, PER
Lodge Secretary

TO OUR MEMBERS
 Because this Lodge is a human institution to serve 
people for the betterment of our community, we hope 
that God will grant you peace and happiness while 
under our roof.

 May this Lodge be your second home. May those 
friends you love be at the Lodge, and may you make 
many new friends.

 Even though you may not get to know everyone, we 
hope that you will be comfortable and happy as if you 
were in your own home.

 May the reasons that brought you our way to join the 
Elks prosper for many more years. May every child and 
Veteran you help under our roof add to your joy.

 When you leave the Lodge after enjoying yourself, may 
your travels back home be safe. We are all travelers. 
From birth to death, we travel between the eternities. 
Travel safely wherever you go because your Lodge fam-
ily cares about you.

 May your days at the Lodge be pleasant for you, help-
ful for our community, youth, and Veterans, and always 
be a joy to your fellow Elks who love to see you there.

 We look forward to seeing you soon. Thank you for 
being a Lake Hopatcong Elks Lodge member.

Rick Gathen, PSP
Grand Lodge Membership & Marketing Manager



Lake Hopatcong #782
Army of Hope

13th Annual Earl  T. “Corky” Cornelius
Golf Classic

Friday August 11, 2023
Farmstead Country Club in Andover

7:00 AM Registration
8:00 AM Shotgun Start

Includes: Green Fees, Cart, Prizes, Lunch & Dinner at Farmstead
Limited to the first 72 Golfers

Cost $130.00 per golfer
Make checks payable to Lake Hopatcong #782 Army of Hope

Foursome Names
1. _______________________________
2. _______________________________
3. _______________________________
4. _______________________________

Contact Person ___________________ Phone_________
For more information please call Robert Ricker 973-886-0160

**************************************************************************************************************

Please Sponsor a Hole $50.00
Sponsor Name or Names or What you would like on the sign

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Make checks payable to Lake Hopatcong #782 Army of Hope and 
Mail to 

Robert Ricker
521 Edith Road

Landing NJ 07850



Saturday, August 19th
2:00PM to 6:00PM

A l l -Yo u - C a n - E a t
Steamers • Clams • Shrimp • Clam Chowder
Shrimp Cocktail • Shrimp Scampi • Mussels

Burgers • Hot Dogs • Corn-On-The-Cob
Assorted Salads and More!!!

DRAFT BEER • WINE • SODA
Plus Your Choice Of A

WHOLE LOBSTER or 16 OZ. STEAK
ALL FOR ONLY $70.00 PER PERSON

ADVANCE SALES ONLY!!!
For Tickets See The Bartender Or Call: 973-398-9835



Parsippany    973-884-2078
Hackettstown    908-852-9723

Sparta    973-726-0169
Boonton    973-335-0017

Tickets Available At All Lodges Listed
Sussex    973-875-3990

Livingston    973-533-9777
East Hanover    973-428-8900

Madison    973-822-1465

Lake Hopatcong    973-398-9835

Call Now To Get Your Tickets

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH
5pm-11pm

LIVE MUSIC - LIVE BANDS
Featuring

Northwest District Veteran Committee @Hosted By

WE SALUTE OUR VETERANS

Come Join Us !! Come & Help 
Support Our Vets

         the lake hopatCong elks #782

Get Your Tickets 
Now!

201 howard Boulevard • mt. arlington, nJ 07856

Join Us At

FOOD 
AVAILABLE 

FOR 
PURCHASE

$15 Donation To Veterans
 $10 Wristband (Draft Beer, Wine, Soda)

2023

BAND LINE UP TO BE ANNOUNCED!
Interested In Joining Contact Ed Parillo at 973-479-7696



Lake Hopatcong #782
5th Annual 

Gerry Cook
Drug Awareness Golf Classic

Friday, October 13, 2023
Farmstead Country Club 

88 Lawrence Road, Lafayette NJ  07848
8:00 AM Registration

9:00 AM Shotgun Start / Scramble Best Ball Format
Cost $130.00 per golfer

Includes: Green Fees, Cart, Prizes, Lunch & Dinner at Farmstead
Limited to the first 90 Golfers

Make checks payable to 
Lake Hopatcong #782 Drug Awareness

Foursome Names
1. _______________________________
2. _______________________________
3. _______________________________
4. _______________________________

Contact Person _______________________ Phone_______________
For more information contact Robert Ricker - 973-886-0160

**************************************************************************************************************

Please Sponsor a Hole  $50.00
Sponsor Name(s) or Sign Design

_____________________________________________
Make checks payable to 

Lake Hopatcong #782 Drug Awareness and Mail to 
Robert Ricker

521 Edith Road
Landing NJ 07850



WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT BBQ

ONLY $12
PER PERSON
Dine In-Take Out

Available

FEATURING A DIFFERENT 
SPECIAL EACH WEEK!!!

Cheeseburgers/Hamburgers
Hot Dogs/Baked Beans

Potato Salad & Assorted Salads

SERVING FROM 5:00-7:00
Beginning May 3rd - September 27th

(Weather Permitting)

Grab Your 
Friends & Family 
All AreAlways 

Welcome!
You Do Not Need To 

Be A  Member!

Lake Hopatcong Ellks 
201 Howard Boulevard

Mt. Arlington · 973-398-9835

LODGE MEETING 
Friday Night Dinner

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
MEETING

Veterans Committee Meeting

Motorcycle Committee 
Meeting 6pm

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

2024 CONTEST OPENS ON 9-1-23

MOTORCYCLE COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS

1st Monday Every Month 6PM
Walter Wurster 

973-420-8165
elksmc782@gmail.com

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

Omaha Steak
 Raffle Drawing Antlers

SCC Meet-n-Greet



LAKE HOPATCONG ELKS LODGE 
No. 782

201 Howard Boulevard
Mount Arlington, NJ 07856

LODGE MEETING 

Friday Night Dinner

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
MEETING

Veterans Committee Meeting

Motorcycle Committee 
Meeting 6pm

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Friday Night Dinner

FINAL OF THE 2023 SEASON 
THANK YOU ALL!!

LODGE MEETING 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
MEETING

Vets
musiC

FestiVal

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

NWD Picnic 
remembranCe

serViCe

1st Day Of Fall


