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Exalted Ruler’s Message

A Fraternal Organization
Join Elkdom’s Action Team
Make Your Friend a Member

2025 Let’s make this year one to remember. 2026

Together, we can accomplish great things.

Greetings from the Exalted Ruler! Wow, where did January go? We had a busy month last month. wELKome Wednesdays are
back and now that the holidays have passed us, the Friday night dinners returned! Everybody did a great job. | want to thank
Debi Werner, her House Committee and the members who donated a dish for the Celebration of Life the lodge held for Madelyn
Walrod, PER. It was well attended and many shared great memories of the special lady she was. On January 11th the Motorcycle
Committee and the Lake Hopatcong Rotary held an Old Fashioned Spaghetti Dinner. It was a fantastic turnout. Great job! Way
to work well with the community. | want to thank Mike Smith for his spaghetti sauce. It was delicious.
| want to thank Ed Parillo and his Veterans Committee for a great Annual Roast Beef Dinner. It was amazing and the dessert was
top notch! As always, | want to thank the bartenders, the cooks, and our Antlers for all your great work. Volunteers are what
makes this lodge so great! | wish | could thank you each personally for all you do, all the hard work you put in and the sacrifices
that you make to help keep this lodge active and so successful. From the bottom of my heart... Thank you very much.
As we leave January in the dust and head into February, let's get ready to get wet. Get your teams together for the 16" Annual
Leap in the Lake. Let's all work on our sponsorships and let's beat last year's number. | know you guys can do it!! | hear we are on
target to make $1 Million smiles for our special kids happen this year.
The first week of February we have a Peer Leadership Conference in Long Branch. Quite a few of our members will be
attending. We have five of our Antlers going to the conference. | hope they have a good time.
We have lots of great events coming up! On February 18", Debbie Hill and her crew will have a Fish Fry for Ash Wednesday. You
must purchase your tickets in advance.
On February 21st we have Smokin' Schmidty’s & the crew’s 5th Annual Pig Roast. | wouldn't miss this one. The best pig in
town! Advanced ticket sales are available at the lodge. The last date for the pre-sale rate is February 14™. The festivities begin
at 2:00pm. There will be 4 bands, a small tricky tray and 50/50. | know you'll have a great time. On February 22", Our Leap
Committee has added another great day! A Penguin Race, live music, food for purchase! Get your penguins at the lodge today!
Donation of $5 per chance. | hope your penguin comes across the finish line first. This is a new event for us! | think it's going to be
a lot of fun. Please don't anybody fall in the icy water trying to root your penguin across the finish.
Good luck to our ritual team. They are competing in the State Ritual Contest on Sunday February 22nd. We know you will bring
home the gold.
On a final note, | must share some sad news regarding a few members. Our great friend and Past Exalted Ruler, Mike Tresca
passed away. Mike was a great Elk, always willing to help. Always had a smile on his face. Ask Mike to do something and he
was right there. | will truly miss Mike. He was a good friend. Rest in peace my friend. Also, Hank Henderson passed away.
Hank was a very kind-hearted man. If he came into your life, he always changed it for the better. Always willing to help those in
need and if he asked Hank for help, he never said no. So, at this time if you could keep Mary and Annie in your prayers as
they go through these hard times. Both Mike and Hank will truly be missed at the Lake Hopatcong Elks 782. To our absent
members.

Fraternally yours, Walter Wurster, Exalted Ruler




2025-2026
LODGE OFFICERS

Exalted Ruler Walter Wurster
973-420-8165
Est. Leading Knight Eric Sabol
908-229-9165
Est. Loyal Knight Pete Appaluccio, PDD
973-736-7818
Est. Lecturing Knight Kimberly Tweed
862-242-0116
Esquire Samantha Martin, PER
201-214-6925
Chaplain Jason Howard
973-294-6837
Inner Guard Michael Moroney
862-432-2975
Tiler Lisa Rovito, DD
201-978-7218
Treasurer Linda Gathen, PDD
973-398-2097
Secretary Barbara Tokar, PER
201-207-7545
Lodge Photographer Jason Howard
973-294-6837
1Year Trustee Wayne McDonell, VP
2 Year Trustee Richard Gathen, PSP
3 Year Trustee Richard Ter Linden
4Year Trustee John Shaw, PER
5Year Trustee Tom Brown, PDD

HOUSE COMMITTEE

Debi Werner, Chairperson 973-668-9302
Annette Mclnerney 973-818-9687
Derya Harquil 862-812-3186
Pat Kerrigan 201-686-0156
Sue Bruyere 973-714-0911
Dawn Crocetti 973-954-0253
Kathy Venier 973-738-3259
Nancy Loizou 973-632-1129
Dawn Malanka 973-713-9155
Vicki Angle 201-506-1181
Terry Lopatosky 973-615-9070

[ PLANNING A FUNCTION?

OUR HALL IS AVAILABLE
TO RENT FOR ANY FUNCTION
FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL DEBI AT 973-668-9302

~

CommITTEE CHAIRS

Accident & Prevention
Activities
Americanism

Antlers

Auditing & Accounting
Bar Chair

Community Activities
Convention

Drug Awareness

Elks National Foundation
Flag Day

Fraternal Committee
Goverment Relations

Grounds Maintenance
Hall Rental

Hoop Shoot
Investigation

In-House Caterer
Lapsation

Lodge Activities
Membership
Maintenance Committee
(Reports to the Tustees)
Memorial Day
Motorcycle

Orientation

Parades

PER Association

Pole Barn
Public Relations

Softball/Cornhole Tournament:

Rick ter Linden
972-271-1804

Patsy Schmidt
973-975-2325
Bernadette Delesandro
201-602-2287
Samantha Martin, PER
201-214-6925
Kathleen Caffrey, PDD
973-534-8283

Nancy Loizou
973-632-1129

Richard Gathen, PSP
862-324-2412

Linda Gathen, PPD
973-398-2097
Samantha Martin, PER
201-214-6925

Pete Appaluccio, PDD
973-736-7818

Rick Gathen, PSP
862-324-2412

Linda Gathen, PDD
973-398-2097

Victoria Angle
201-506-1181
Trustees

Debi Werner
973-668-9302

Tom Brown, PDD
973-919-5395

Cory Schmidt
973-440-7393

Debi Werner
973-668-9302

Barbara Tokar, PER
201-207-7545

Patsy Schmidt
973-975-2325
Samantha Martin, PER
201-214-6925

Walter Wurster
973-420-8165

Linda Gathen, PDD
973-398-2097

Brian DeVries
973-934-7347

Rick Gathen, PSP
973-398-2097

Linda Gathen, PDD
973-398-2097

Rick Gathen, PSP
862-324-2412

Red Curry

Jennifer Appaluccio, PER
973-222-4547
Ricky Gathen

ReLier COMMITTEE

Walter Wurster, Exalted Ruler

Eric Sabol, Leading Knight

Pete Appaluccio, PDD, Loyal Knight
Kim Tweed, Lecturing Knight

Linda Gathen, PDD, Treasurer

Barbara Tokar, PER
Ritual

Scholarship
Sickness & Distress
Soccer Shoot

Special Children

Veterans
Army of Hope

Youth Activities

973-420-8165
908-229-9165
973-736-7818

201-214-6925
973-398-2097
201-207-7545

Kathleen Caffrey, PDD
973-534-8283
Jennifer Appaluccio, PER
973-222-4547

Lauren Greed
973-668-6733

Tom Brown, PDD
973-919-5395

Heidi McDonnell, PDD
973-545-1557

Wayne McDonnell, VPE
973-841-9845

Ed Parrillo
973-398-6677

Lisa Rovito, DD
201-978-7218

Tom Brown, PDD
973-919-5395
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24
24
25
26
27
27
29

Garrett E Rector
Robert E Adams
JohnV Caldera
Frank Lepore
John Otto
William J Robbins
Michelle Sellaro
John J Moran
Regina Zayas
William E McCabe
Elizabeth McDonald
Elena Tunstead
Samantha Martin

David Edward Molenaar

Allen Pashley
Cynthia M Findlow
Edward Kelly
Ryan Thurnes
Angelo J Colelio
Rose Barsanti
Kenneth Wisher
Myles Chiarello
Eric Martin
Ronald Nelson
Daniel Conlon
Lawrence Bellack
James R Harding
David M Lurachy
Gary Steffen
Nancy J Yost
Derya Harquail
John Maluk Jr
John Signorelli
Roy A Soit
Jennifer Sweeney
Victoria A Angle
Michelle A Happel
Kermit P Ward
Christopher Greeley
Cindy L Banghart
Frances Tierney
Philip G Grassia
Lauren M Greed
JoAnn Kierney
Jim Kunzmann
Gregory Martin
Victoria Andrejcisk
Young Neumann
Lucille Stanziale

Thomas J Steinmacher
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“Elks Give from the Haart”

BRYAN KLATT

GRAND EXALTED RULER
2025-2026

"‘Elhdom s Heant for Amenica”

LODGES ELECT NEW OFFICERS,
HONORS PER’S IN FEBRUARY

Happy birthday to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America! On February 16, we celebrate
158 years of our great organization. On a personal note, | wish everyone a happy Valentine’s Day, especially to my wife, Susan.

This month is important for Elkdom as new Officer elections should be held at your last monthly meeting. Every Officer
should be dedicated to making the Lodge active and effective, both internally and in the community. Also, the current
Exalted Ruler and Secretary should recognize any Member who sponsored or reinstated three Members by awarding them
the Grand Exalted Ruler Award Pin. The request form is available on elks.org. Go to the Grand Exalted Ruler page within the
Members Only section, then click on Grand Exalted Ruler Award Forms.

It's time to recognize and encourage a group of Members who have shown a great deal of effort and dedication to what we
do as Elks, the Past Exalted Rulers. Ask them to perform the ritual during the Past Exalted Rulers Night. PERs deserve to be
thanked for all they have done and for what they continue to do for your Lodge.

The Contest“A”- All American Lodge Contest certification forms are due soon. It takes teamwork to achieve this very prestigious
award. Honestly, most Lodges would qualify but don't fill out the form properly. It is important to score your efforts on the
form provided. It's a great way for your Lodge to keep track of what you need to do.

If you need assistance, contact your Grand Lodge Area Fraternal Committee member. There are first, second and third place
winners for each of the six membership divisions. Why not take the time to submit your form before the deadline?

Continue to demonstrate that you can Be The Difference by promoting “Elks Care—Elks Share."

“ElIks Lare - ElIks Share.”

STATE SOCCER SHOOT OUT

Thanks to Eddie McKeon and Lori Riley Tonachio we have some great pictures from the State Soccer shoot!
Great picture of Tom Brown, PDD our Youth Activities Committee Chairpersonal!




SICKNESS & DISTRESS

In deep sorrow we announce the passing of our members
Michael Tresca PER and Hank Henderson. Both members
were kind, hardworking family-men and will be greatly missed
at our lodge. Condolences to their families, friends and loved
ones during this difficult time. To our absent members.

Thoughts and prayers to our members who areiill or recovering
from recent sickness, injury, surgery or procedures: Joey Evans
and Jim Visco. Our best wishes for a complete and successful
recovery.

Extending well wishes to all our members. If you know of any
member in need of our thoughts and prayers please contact
me: Lauren Greed (973) 668-6733 or LGreed83@gmail.com.

B'I Lauren Greed, Chairperson I'E

Xs
Viinner? ‘

FEBRUARY 6™
COUNTRY STYLE STEW

FEBRUARY 13™
VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL
MARRY ME CHICKEN
(see details in newsletter)
FEBRUARY 20™
VEGETABLE LASAGNA

FEBRUARY 27™
SHRIMP WITH PENNE PASTA
W/ PINK VODKA SAUCE

HOUSE COMMITTEE

What a exciting couple of months ahead for our lodge. February
13th we are having a special Valentine Friday Night Dinner
Starting with a shrimp cocktail for an appetizer, strawberry
spinach salad with walnuts & feta cheese drizzled with a balsamic
vinaigrette, Marry-Me-Chicken by Chef Joey Evans and of course
a delicious dessert. Only $15. Please make reservations so we
have a proper headcount and we dont run out...

February 18th is Ash Wednesday and Debbie Hills famous fish fry.
You will have to go to lodge and prepay for this delicious dinner.
On February 21st is the Annual Pig Roast Pre-Leap Fundraiser
lead by Smokin’ Schmidty’s and crew. Patsy and Cory will be
raising money for our 16th Annual Leap In The Lake held in
March. Save some money and get your tickets in advance. Great
food, entertainment, and so much more.The committee for the
Leap has added another exciting event on February 22nd. A
Penquin Race. Penguins are on sale now. Get yours for $5, they
are going fast. Go buy your penquin See flyer for more details.

Hold the date, March 7th, 16th Annual Leap in The lake. Get your
teams together and come out to support our Special Children.
On March 13th it will not be your typical Friday Night Dinner.
We will be holding our Annual St. Pattrick’s Day Dinner Dance.
Reservations and advance salesis a must. Tickets available soon.
So come out and support the Elks events coming up.

GOOD LUCKTO OUR RITUALTEAM IN LONG BRANCH!

THANK YOU HOUSE COMMITTEE FOR ALL YOU DO!
DEBI WERNER, HOUSE COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON

MOTORCYCLE COMMITTEE SUNDAY SPAGHETTI DINNER WAS AN ABSOLUTE HOME RUN!
HUGE THANKS FOR PUTTING TOGETHER AN INCREDIBLY SUCCESSFUL EVENT FROM START TO FINISH.




Wow—January certainly surprised us with
those frigid temperatures!

I hope everyone s recovering well from the

recent storms. Despite the cold, our Antlers

have been as active and dedicated as ever.

On January 5th, the Elks were proud to

initiate our former Antlers President Kaitlyn Erickson. Kaitlyn
is finishing her final semester of college and plans to pursue a
local teaching position. She is excited to return as an Antlers
advisor, continuing her long standing commitment to youth
leadership and community service.

Our Antlers have already been busy this month, helping at
the Motorcycle Committee’s Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner
and serving at the Veterans’ Annual Roast Beef Dinner. Their
willingness to jump in despite school, sports, and jobs shows
an impressive level of dedication. Please join us in thanking
them for their hard work and enthusiasm.

We are thrilled that our Antlers program is growing. We look
forward to welcoming a new group soon. The Antlers are also
brainstorming new fundraisers and activities for the year. These
young members are always eager to engage, bring in new faces,
and strengthen the program.

They are looking forward to returning to Long Branch for the
PATH and Peer Leadership Conferences:

+Middle School Antlers will attend the one day PATH Conference
on February 5th.

« High School Antlers will attend the weekend long Peer
Leadership Conference from February 6th-8th.

Next month, they will bravely take another chilly Leap in the
Lake. If you see them at the lodge, please consider sponsoring
their efforts! Thank you to everyone whose generosity
throughout the year has made their participation possible.

Our Antlers continue to serve Friday Night Dinners and
wELKcome Wednesdays, and we are deeply grateful for their
consistency and energy. Please show your appreciation when
you see them and help us spread the word as we work to grow
our ranks.

Membership is open to youth ages 12-20 who are U.S. citizens
of good character and who believe in the existence of God.
Applications and brochures are available in the lodge lobby,
this is a wonderful time to join!

We are also excited to announce that the clothing bins will
be back soon, and we extend sincere thanks to Vicki and the
Trustees for helping arrange a new provider.

Antlers today, Elks tomorrow!
Fraternally, Samantha P. Martin& PER

Looking forward to a fun filled Peer Leadership weekend with
the kids! They’ll be learning important skills related to mental
health, bullying prevention, drug prevention, suicide prevention,
resiliency, and more. Our goal is to help participants strengthen
their ability to make healthy decisions for themselves—and
to empower them to support their peers in doing the same.
Fraternally,
Samantha P. Martin PER, £
Drug Awareness Chairperson

VETERANS COMMITTEE

Well, let’s see if Punxsutawney Phil sees a shadow or not be
very careful with the weather and snow. It looks nice but it’s
very dangerous. The Veterans Committee served 124 dinners
at the Annual Roast Beef Dinner. thank you to Al Rennick and
his grandson for playing a lot of good music that people dance
too. The roast beef dinner was cooked great by Mike Walsh
the committee did all the rest mashed potatoes, green beans
and salad it does. The dessert was made by Karen and Donna
topped off this fabulous meal. They always makes a great
desserts. Mary and Linda B will be cooking for the fabulous
wELKome Wednesday dinner on February 4th. You could not
get a better meal for $10. Hope to see all more members at
our next dinner!

Good Luck To Our Ritual Team In Long Branch!
Ed Parrillo, Veterans Chairperson

We will have wing night on February 11th.
Come out and support us! Always a great
crowd! Our committee meeting will be held
on February 12th at 6:30 to go over our spring
agenda. All are wELKome. Come join us for
the Penguin Race as our committee will be
handling the food! We will be serving shrimp, clams, wings,
burgers, hot dogs & french fries!

Tom Brown, PDD, Youth Activities Chairperson

LODGE IMPROVEMENT

After the sad and sudden passing of PER, Mike Tresca, The
Board of Trustees would like to Thank PER John Shaw for
stepping up under these difficult circumstances. The Board

is looking forward to all events leading up to The Leap in
the Lake, and to celebrate the lodge breaking a million
dollar in fundraising for the leap this year. What a great
accomplishment!!

Tom Brown, PDD, Chairman of The Trustees




SPECIAL CHILDREN'S COMMITTEE

Members,

Here we are already into February! At the end of January, we
held our first committee meeting via Zoom, and it was well
attended—thank you to everyone who joined us.

Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, at 7:00 PM. More details will be shared as we
get closer.

We also have our Leap Art Auction project planned. The kids
will be creating artwork centered around the One Million
Smiles theme, and we're excited to unveil their creation at
the Leap in the Lake event on Saturday, March 7.

We have many ideas in the works and are looking forward
to putting them into action, so more information will be
coming soon.

For now, have a great big, beautiful tomorrow! w E I K m e

Fraternally, Heidi & Wayne McDonnell, SCC Co-Chairs
WHO JOINED JANUARY 5, 2026

New Member Proposed By
Michael Andrejcisk Victoria Andrejcisk
Alexandra C Banos Alex Banos

Kaitlyn Erickson Samantha Martin
Stella C Harker Lee Moreau
Christopher Hughes Walter Wurster
David Edward Molenaar Brian DeVries

Jean H Morgan Laura Lee Madonia
Alan Nelson Walter Wurster
Vijay Rao John McAteer
Mark Sauvageau Donna Catapano
Philip N Schwartz Brian DeVries
Michael Smith Walter Wurster
Carol Vallone Robin Jean Kesselmeyer

Babara Tokar, PER, Lodge Secretary

NJ STATE ELKS ASSOCIATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE AND CAMP MOORE
2026 BENEFIT CALENDAR

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFITS CAMP MOORE

DONATION IS $20
DRAWINGS ARE WEEKLY STARTING JANUARY 1°T AND ARE RETOACTIVE

ALL WINNERS ARE PAID BY CHECK VIA THE MAIL WITHIN 5 DAYS OF DRAWING

Purchase ,from
thelbartender




LAKE HOPATCONG ELKS 782

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
ASH WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 18TH
$15.00 PER PERSON

Serving From 4:30 PM - 7:00 PM

(THIS IS A RESERVATION ONLY DINNER)

LAKE HOPATCONG ELKS - 201 HOWARD BOULEVARD * MT. ARLINGTON - 973-398-9835

Come Join Us

Friday, February 13
(Serving From 5:00pm-7:00pm)
APPETIZER:
Shrimp Cocktail
SALAD:
Spring Mix With Sliced Strawberries, Feta Cheese
With A Creamy Balsamic Vinaigrette
ENTREE:
Marry-Me-Chicken
DESSERT
RESERVATIONS
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

PLEASE CALL
973-398-9835

Lake Hopatcong Elks - 201 Howard Boulevard - Mt. Arlington, NJ - 973-398-9835

PRE-LEAP IN THE LAKE 2026

BURGERS - HOT DOGS - BBQ CHICKEN
BAKED BEANS - MAC-N-CHEESE - PASTA SALAD

$25.00 Apvance » $30.00 Day or Event « Kips $15.00

Vinye, Tap, THE WANNABES,

THE Brian Drux PrRoOJECT
& CArRDoON RAQUET

SATURDAY 2 I ST

FEBRUARY 4= § 1~ \)(é

—> PM-6PM - R
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

OPEN EVERY DAY AFTER 12 NOON
Lake Hopatcong Elks « 201 Howard Blvd., Mt. Arlington « 973-398-9835

(ALL PROCEEDS TOWARDS LAKE HOPATCONG ELKS LEAP IN THE LAKE GRAND TOTAL)




Pre-Leap In The Lake 2026 Events

*Mone Pencuins I THe Race THE Jackpor Prizes INCREASE!

HELP US REACH $1 MILLION SMILES

2 FUN FILLED DAYS OF FOOD & LIVE MUSIC!
LAKE HOPATCONG ELKS - 201 HOWARD BLVD., MT. ARLINGTON, NJ 07856 - 973-398-9835

ANNUAL 18T

PIG PENGUIN
ROAST RACE

SATURDAY
T SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 21 EEBRUARY 22"

2PN-6PM 1PM-4PM
VINYITAP

THE\WANNABES ITHECITY]
& MORE! LIMIT]

 BURGERS - BURGERS

Jorecs  PENGUIN RACE  -+oroecs

- BBQ CHICKEN « CLAMS

.BAKEDBEANS SB[ ONATIO m - FRENCH FRIES

« MAC & CHEESE P Tue e T e « CHICKEN WINGS

° PASTA SALAD (WINNER NEED NOT BE PRESENT)
15T PRIZE $1,250.00 EREEJADMISSION

Abmen Tiatas 25 2'0 PRIZE $750.00  [Foon Avanams
3%° PRIZE $500.00

Tickers AvaiLasLe At THe MemBER's BAr

Come Watch Your Penguin Float Down The Icy River To Finish The Race!




16** Annual

LEAP

INTHE

LAKE

One Million Smiles

For Qur Special Kids
Sponsored by Lake Hopatcong Elks #782

Saturday, March 7, 2026
Hopatcong State Park - 1:.00 pm

Thaw out at our

Post Leap Party
at Lake Hopatcong Elks #782
2pmto 5 pm
Food, Raffles, Giveaways,
Music & More!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.lakehopatcongelks.com

All plungers will receive a complimentary ticket to the Post Leap Party,
a "Leap in the Lake" sweatshirt and event souvenir items.
Additional Post Leap Party tickets are available for $20 per person
All proceeds to benefit Special Children, Youth Programs & Building Renovation




O

The Lake Dopaccong Ciks

G:00PAD ]BCh 11:00PAD

Presencs

* The Irish Darpers GC Bagpipers *

Limited
Tickets
Available

$30 .« TAKE $15

DINNER 6PM-7PM | MUSIC/DANCING: 7PM-11PM

Lake Hopatcong Elks » 201 Howard Boulevard ¢ Mt. Arlington « 973-398-9835




MOTORCYCLE
COMMITTEE MEETING
6:00PM

Penguin
Race

LODGE MEETING

HOUSE COMMITTEE
MEETING

VETERANS COMMITTEE
MEETING 6:30PM

LODGE MEETING

HOUSE COMMITTEE
MEETING

welikome

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner




MOTORCYCLE
COMMITTEE MEETING
6:00PM

Installation
Of New
Officers

LODGE MEETING

HOUSE COMMITTEE
MEETING

VETERANS COMMITTEE
MEETING 6:30PM

LODGE
MEETING

HOUSE COMMITTEE
MEETING

WeLkome

WeLkome

weLkome
WEDNESDAY

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS

Friday Night Dinner

1. PatrIcK's
Dav Dinner
Dance
IrisH Harpers

Friday
Night
Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Leap
IN The
Lake

LAKE HOPATCONG ELKS LODGE
No. 782

201 Howard Boulevard
Mount Arlington, NJ 07856






