
Exalted Ruler’s Message 
 

A Fraternal Organization 
Join Elkdom’s Action Team 
Make Your Friend a Member 

 

     Well, August was a real successful month. We had our booth at the New Jersey State Fair. The Army of Hope 
Golf Outing had a great turn out. Thanks to everyone who made it all come together. We had our District 
Deputy Tom Brown’s Investiture of Jewels. We also hosted Past District Deputy Bob Suker and Past Vice 
President Heidi McDonnell’s Testimonial at our Lodge and not a person went home hungry at the PER’s 
Annual Seafood Fest. 

     September proves to be another busy month for home and Lodge.  As we all know school will be starting up 
again. This means end of summer and back to school shopping. It also means the Lodge Officers begin 
practicing for another year of Ritual. It is no small feat to compete in the District, State and National 
Competitions. They will again be working very hard to make everyone proud.  

     I can’t believe that I have come to the half way point in my term as E.R. They say that it goes by fast and it is 
proving to be true. The Lodge is doing well; all the committees are active in everything they do. Our 
membership is growing and is continuing to increase. It is one thing to just try and get anyone to join to just 
increase the membership. It is another to have quality people brought in. We are a lucky Lodge. We have been 
blessed to have such outstanding new members join Lake Hopatcong. We all know the story. A new person 
joins, comes around in the beginning then doesn’t. It is different with the new members for quite a while. They 
are really a great group of people. We need to keep that going by continuing to bring in good and upstanding 
candidates. By doing this we can only become a stronger Lodge following the core principals of the Order: 
Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity.  

     God Bless the Elks, God Bless our Troops and God Bless America 

Exalted Ruler 
Matthew Winnans 

 

2015                                                 2016 
 

 
 

CHARITY                               JUSTICE                           BROTHERLY LOVE                               FIDELITY 
 



COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Accident & Prevention Carlos Rojas PDD

398-3173
Activities Gerry Cook, PSP

973-234-5174
Americanism Linda Gathen, PER

398-2097
Antlers Sallimae Johnson

973-713-4781
Bar Co-Chair Madelyn Walrod, PER

398-2770
Community Activities Madelyn Walrod, PER

398-2770
Convention Linda Gathen, PER

398-2097
Drug Awareness Dee Krowl

770-0834
Fraternal Committee Linda Gathen, PER 

398-2097
Goverment Relations Barbara Tokar, PER

201-207-7545
Hall Rental Madelyn Walrod, PER
 398-2770
Hoop Shoot Craig Lang

973-641-2291
Indoctrination  Rick Gathen, PSP

-398-2097
Investigation Wayne McDonnell
 862-579-5616
Lapsation Barbara Tokar

263-7035
Lodge Activities Linda Gathen, PER

398-2097
Membership Barbara Tokar

263-7035
Motorcycle Charlie Horvath

862-432-7702
National Foundation Debi Werner
Parades Gene Garabrant, PVP
 627-0017
Public Relations Heidi McDonnell, VP

862-579-5616

RELIEF COMMITTEE
Matt Winnans   201-572-8297
Sallimae Johnson 973-713-4781
Kathleen Caffrey 973-534-8283
John Shaw 908-887-1583
Linda Gathen 973-398-2097
Barbara Tokar 201-207-7545

Ritual Bob Ricker, PSP
Heidi McDonnell, VP

Scholarship Linda Gathen
973-398-2097

Sickness & Distress Kathleen Caffrey
Call/Text 973-534-8283

Soccer Shoot Craig Lang
 973-641-2291
Special Children Audrey Thompson
 862-209-0577
Veterans Pat Porter

201-317-9123
Army of Hope Pam Ricker

973-288-1030
Youth Activities Craig Lang

973-641-2291

PLANNING A FUNCTION?
OUR HALL IS AVAILABLE 

TO RENT FOR ANY FUNCTION
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CALL MADELYN AT 398-2770.

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Madelyn Walrod, PER, Chairman

Roxanne Steffen
Marge Curry

Sean Macmillan
Barbara Pirro
Gary Steffen
Matt Winnans

2014-2015
LODGE OFFICERS

Exalted Ruler Matt Winnans
201-572-8297

Est. Lead Knight Sallimae Johnson
973-713-4781

Est. Loyal Knight Kathleen Caffrey
973-534-8283

Est. Lecturing Knight                 John Shaw
908-887-1583

Esquire Charlie Horvath
862-432-7702

Chaplain Roxanne Steffen
973-650-0199

Inner Guard Gary Steffen
973-271-4694

Tiler  Patricia Porter
201-317-9123

Treasurer        Linda Gathen, PER
973-398-2097

Secretary Barbara Tokar, PER
201-207-7545

1 Yr. Trustee  Debbie Reynolds
973-328-7074

2 Yr. Trustee Madelyn Walrod, PER
973-398-2770

3 Yr. Trustee Gene Garabrant, PVP
4 Yr. Truste Craig Lang
5 Yr. Trustee Wayne McDonnell

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
We Would Like To Extend Our Best Wishes For 
A Happy Birthday To The Following Members

MONTHLY BULLETIN
BULLETIN STAFF

Patsy Rosenbaum, Editor
E-mail: patsygirl77@yahoo.com · 973-975-2325

Rick Gathen, PSP, Advisor
E-mail: gathen@optonline.net

News For The BulleTiN MusT 
Be suBMiTTed By 20Th oF MoNTh

ThaNk you iN advaNce!!



“Elks Care - Elks Share.”

The strength and vitality of any organization largely depends on its ability to maintain and increase membership, and in that regard, I 
expect us to soon begin reversing the decline in membership that we have been experiencing since the 1980s. However, membership 
is like anything else; you cannot keep doing the same old thing and expect to get better results. What is your Lodge really doing to 
address membership? Do you have an active Membership Committee, or do you simply pay lip service to membership, and hope that 
people will knock on your door for an application?

Every Lodge should have an “active” Membership Committee that reviews and becomes familiar with the Grand Lodge Membership 
Manual that offers many great ideas for attracting new Members, reinstatements and Stray Elks. It should be a committee that meets 
at least monthly to set goals, publicize membership classes, discuss incentives, review delinquents, develop collection strategies and 
find ways to take advantage of social media and the Lodge website.

Even the Lodges that seem to do a good job with recruiting new Members often have difficulty with retention. This may be because we 
fail the new Member at orientation by not doing enough to assist them in getting quickly involved at the Lodge and actually “experi-
ence” Elkdom. Orientation should be considered the “First Step in Member Retention,” and I urge every Lodge to adopt an “Orientation 
Process.” This process begins with the application for membership, and does not end until after an informative orientation, an impres-
sive initiation, and, most importantly, not until we get the new Member quickly involved in his or her very first Lodge activity.

Seek a commitment from the candidate at orientation to get quickly involved in an upcoming event, and establish a follow-up pro-
gram, thereby assisting the new Member to “jump-start” his or her career in Elkdom. This will give each new Member a reason to return 
to the Lodge, get comfortable with their surroundings, meet active Members, experience the sense of accomplishment that comes 
from participation, and provide a real sense of belonging and contributing to “their” Lodge. In short, it creates a better opportunity 
to become a true and faithful Member – one who will be more inclined to life membership in the Order, and less likely to become dis-
satisfied and drop out.

I hope that each of you will join with me this year to help strengthen the compelling message that “Elks Care – Elks Share” by promoting 
“Elks Pride and Community Focus” in your Lodge and by working to increase your membership numbers.

“Elks Give from the Heart”
RONALD L. HICKS

GRAND EXALTED RULER
2015-2016

Orientation is key to membership and retention

Past State President Bob Ricker presented Past State 
Presidents Gerry Cook & Rick Gathen with the Presi-
dential Lifetime Achievement Award for each of them 
achieving over 40,000 volunteer hours. Congratula-
tions to both of you! Well deserved.



SICKNESS AND DISTRESS
Please say a prayer for Derya Harquail for a speedy recovery, who 
recently had a cooking accident where a hot pan spilled and she suf-
fered 2nd degree burns to her legs.  She was treated at the ER and 
is currently recovering at home.  Upadate for Marge Curry:  she has 
been given a new brace and can walk on it as tolerated.  
Our condolences and prayers go out to the family of William (Willy) 
Hill who recently passed away.  A  lodge of sorrow will be performed 
at our first September meeting.  Please also say a prayer for the fam-
ily of Frank Celia Jr.  the son of Frank Sr. a lodge member and cousin 
of Jan Walsh.
Please call or text if you would like to report any news: Kathleen Caf-
frey at 973-534-8283 or email me kacmonte@optonline.net

Kathleen Caffrey, 
Committee Chairperson

WHO & WHAT’S COOKING ON 
FRIDAY NIGHTS THIS MONTH?

BPOE 782
SEPTEMBER 4, 2015

Officer’s BBQ
Matt Winnans, ER & Officers

SEPTEMBER 4, 2015
Chicken Parmesan

Madelyn Walrod, PER
SEPTEMBER 4, 2015

Pasta Variety
Madelyn & Her Crew
SEPTEMBER 4, 2015

Fish Fry
Debbie Hill

MOTORCYCLE COMMITTEE
Our next meeting will be held on September 9th at 8:00 pm. 
Please also see further details on our upcoming event .... A 
Cigar/Martini night in this newsletter.

Charlie Horvath, 
Committee Chairperson

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Where is the summer going? I can’t believe that school is starting soon!!

As September has quickly arrived, there are Fall activities we need to begin to think about.  The first is the Flea Market on Septem-
ber 19 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  There are still tables and spaces available.  Look for details in the newsletter. 

October 11th is our Annual Car Show.  Come see all the great cars on display.  It is a fun day.  As always, enjoy the fun that DJ Jean 
provides to the crowd.

It’s now time to think about the Tricky Tray in November. We need to start making baskets. Anyone may volunteer to work on this 
major and always successful project.  I would also like to ask that all members of this great lodge donate a basket to this big event. 
You may also  just drop off items to be placed in a basket that our volunteers can arrange for you.  

I would like to congratulate our very own Patsy and Cory Schmidt on their wedding on August 29th. I wish them much happiness .
Madelyn Walrod  PER

 House Committee Chairperson
 

VETERAN’S COMMITTEE
A motorized wheelchair is available to a Veteran in need of 
one.  It is a chair for a small framed person (up to approxi-
mately 140 lbs).  Contact Pat Porter @ 201-317-9123 for more 
information.
Sparta Lodge is having a Truck Pull fundraiser for Army of 
Hope on Sept. 20th.
The next Veterans Committee meeting will be September 9th 
@ 6:30 PM. This meeting is open to anyone, you do not have 
to be a Veteran to attend. Please come if you are interested.
As always, please keep our Military Personnel and their fami-
lies in your hearts and prayers.

Pat Porter, Veterans Committee Chairman

  Shot From The Bar
Football is in the air ....  Come down to The Lodge Member’s 
Bar and watch your favorite team every Thursday night and 
Sunday afternoons. As always there will be good friends and 
good food.  The NFL season kicks off on September 10, 2015. 



SPECIAL CHILDREN’S COMMITTEE
Hi Everyone,
September is actually a quiet month for us but October will be busy and we have two events that will be here before we know it.  
The NWD Golf Outing is on Friday, October 2, 2015 at Farmstead Country Club.  Price and information are listed on the flyer in this 
newsletter.  Please if you are interested, put a 4 some together and get your registration forms into Bob Ricker as soon as possible.  
The monies raised will help benefit the District’s charitble work for our Special Children.
We also are waiting on the information for the Trick or Suite event that we have participated in for the PG Chambers school that 
is held at the Parsippany Embassy Suites.  This year we are going to decorate our Suite in a Pirate Motif.  So collect your treasure 
chests full of pirate booty, dust off your Jack Sparrow costume and talk with a funny pirate accent, (actually please don’t!) and stop 
on by to see us provide candy for area Special Children.  We will have further details for our October Newsletter.  
We will be once again hosting on Saturday, October 31, 2015, a Halloween Party for our Special Children and doing our Trunk or 
Treat event in our Parking lot.  We will run the event from 12:00-3:00, please contact Wayne at 862-579-5615 if you want to help 
with the party, decorate your car and give out candy and have some fun!
Thanks for all that you continue to do for our Special Children!

Fraternally Submitted,
Wayne McDonnell , SCC Chairperson

ARMY OF HOPE
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks announced in February 2003, a plan to assist families who have had a father or mother called 
to active duty with the military reserve or National Guard. An Army of Hope, comprised of carpenters, electricians, mechanics, plumb-
ers, attorneys, doctors, accountants, teachers, and professional people and tradesmen of every type, has been mobilized by the Order 
of Elks. These volunteers have been at the ready to help families of those patriots called to serve our nation. Elks Lodges across America 
are poised to make minor repairs and provide professional services to keep homes functioning until loved ones return. For more than 
145 years the Elks have been aiding their communities and making America a better place to live. They continue this mission of service 
one patriot’s home at a time. 

Our mission statement has remained clear since our inception…
”To assist our Active Military Service men and women from Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, our Wounded 
Warriors and our Fallen Hero families”

…this mission statement will ring true for the 2015-2016 Elk year. 
We are still at war. Though the draw down continues, New Jersey sons and daughters continue to die and become severely wounded. 
These are not single deaths, with the death of a loved one, part of a family, neighborhood and community dies. The parents, the children 
or grandchildren, aunts and uncles, friends, neighbors, co-workers all lose part of their hearts. You may have seen our tribute banner to 
the Fallen Heroes, to you they are faces. To this committee we know every parent and met with most of the family members. We shed 
tears with them and offer what comfort as best we can. The war has fallen from the front pages of the news but not for us. We are trying 
our best to support out Wounded Warriors and the families of our Fallen Heroes. We are becoming more and more aware of more troops 
that are severely wounded as time goes by that need our help. 

The work of the committee through your donations, have helped many soldiers and families and kept veterans and troops from losing 
heat in the winter, being removed from housing and many other day to day survival needs. 

On the second Sunday in September, the Elks hold their annual Army of Hope Picnic. This Day of Patriotism honors and pays tribute to 
our Fallen Heroes and their families, as well as our Wounded Warriors from New Jersey. Those who attend share their love and support 
for our armed forces who strive diligently to protect and defend our freedoms. 

We are committed to our troops and will do everything within our power as Elks to aid and assist them. 

On Friday, August 14, 2015 the Lake Hopatcong Army of Hope held its annual Golf Outing.  The weather was perfect and we had 68 golf-
ers enjoy the day.  The Lake Hopatcong Army of Hope raised a significant amount of money which will be presented at the Army of Hope 
Picnic. I would like to thank all those who helped make this event a complete success. 

This year’s Army of Hope Picnic will be held on September 13, 2015 from 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM at the Lacy Elks Lodge, Lacey, NJ. There are still 
tickets available for the Army of Hope Picnic – the cost is $25.00 per ticket.  If you are interested in purchasing tickets, please contact me.

Pamela Ricker, 
Army of Hope Chairperson

Phone:  973-288-1030 • Email: pamelaricker@hotmail.com



 

Saturday, September 19th 
5pm to 10pm 

Lake Hopatcong Elks 
$20 in advance / $25 at the door 

Includes 1 Cigar and 1 Martini 
Bar Menu / Cash Bar 

Limited # of Tickets Available - Call Sally for your ticket today at 973-713-4781 
All proceeds to benefit Elks Camp Moore Respite Week Program 

BAR MENU • CASH BAR •  MUSIC

Basket Of Cheer

$2.00 Per Ticket



 

Flea Market 
 SPACES 

AVAILABLE 
$15 with  

your own table 
 

$25 with 
table rental 

($5 back when table 
is returned) 

 
Vendors will be 

permitted to set up 
starting at 7am  

that day. 
 

To be held indoors 
in the event 

of inclement weather 
 

No Use of Dumpsters 

Lake Hopatcong Elks 
#782 

 

201 Howard Blvd. 
Mt. Arlington, NJ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserve your table NOW! 
Call Madelyn at 201-230-2596 

   

Proceeds to benefit  
Lake Hopatcong Elks 

Flea Market 
 

Flea Market 
 

Sat., June 16th 
9 am to 3 pm 

Saturday, September 19th

9:00am-3:00pm

RESERVE YOUR TABLE NOW!!
Call Madelyn  201-230-2596 or 

Wendy 973-398-8330 to reserve space.



Lake Hopatcong Elks #782 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 3rd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Admission is $10 
Includes 1 sheet of tickets, coffee & cake 

 

Many valuable items, including restaurant & 
store gift certificates, games and toys, 

 Holiday items, and much more 
 

For more information, or to donate items 
call Madelyn at (201) 230-2596 

Doors 
Open at 
6:30 pm 

Drawings 
Begin at 

8 pm 

S AT U R D AY  N O V E M B E R  7 ,  2 0 1 5



Lake Hopatcong Elks
Car Show & Swap Meet

Music By

DJ Johnny!
Please Complete Form And Mail To: The Lake Hopatcong Elks #782

Attention: Car Show • 201 Howard Blvd., Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone #: ___________________________________________ Car Year/Model:______________________

Registration Fee: $15.00 on or before October 1, 2013 • $20.00 After October 1, 2013
Please make checks payable to: Lake Hopatcong Elks 782

All Proceeds To Benefit The Lake Hopatcong Elks

Any Questions, Please Contact Madelyn At 201-230-2596

Music By
DJ Jean

OCTOBER 11, 2015
10:00AM-2:00PM

201 Howard Boulevard • Mount Arlington
50/50 • PRIZES • FOOD • MUSIC

Registration Fee: $15.00 on or before October 1, 2015 · $20.00 After October 1, 2015
Please make checks payable to: Lake Hopatcong Elks #782

All Proceeds To Benefit The Lake Hopatcong Elks #782
Any Questions, Please Contact Madelyn At 201-230-2596





Lodge Meeting

House Committee 
Meeting

Lodge Meeting

House Committee 
Meeting

Friday Night Dinner
Officer’s BBQ

Friday Night Dinner
Chicken Parmesan

Friday Night Dinner
Pasta Variety

Friday Night Dinner
Fish Fry

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Flea Market
9:00AM-3:00PM

Cigar & Martini Night
5:00PM-10:00PM

Seniors

Veteran’s Committee 6:30PM
Motorcycle Committee 8PM

Congratulations to the Lake Hopatcong Antlers Lodge on a great ritual practice. It is 
wonderful to see a young, bright group of individuals come together as a team and 
perform an impressive initiatory ritual from memory with impeccable deportment 
for your new members coming in. We’re sure they will be as impressed as we are of 
you. Keep up the great work!

ENF COMMITTEE
ENF needs your gift cards, please we don’t have much more time left to collect them. Please donate a $25. Gift 
card of your choice. Also let us know the generous donors name so you can receive your ENF credit.  This Wil be 
a great fundraiser but only with your gracious donation. So please help.
Still looking for vendors and crafter for our 2nd Annual Christmas Fair which will be held on Sunday November 
15th. If you know anyone, please let them know. We are filling up fast. 

Our Oktoberfest is now moved to Saturday, October 24th, We will have DJ Jean playing popular German songs 
along  with games and more.  Come join us for a fun night.
Please get gift cards to ENF ASAP. They can be dropped of at our lodge. Thanx

Debi Werner, Committee Chairperson



LAKE HOPATCONG ELKS LODGE 
No. 782

201 Howard Boulevard
Mount Arlington, NJ 07856

Lodge Meeting

House Committee 
Meeting

Lodge Meeting

House Committee 
Meeting

Friday Night Dinner

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Ritual Practice

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Friday Night Dinner

Car Show


